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& Personal Website

M@ Linkedin

© GitHub

Languages:

English Fluent
Turkish Native
German Intermediate

Programming:
Python

Interests:

Al for social good, Explainable
Al, Public understanding of Al

Deniz Ekin Yavas, PhD

Computational Linguist

Researcher Feb 2021 - Present
Heinrich Heine University, Germany

» Applied language models to supervised and unsupervised NLP tasks

» Developed and used fine-tuning, adversarial and contrastive learning,
and interpretability and explainability methods for language models

» Designed and developed multilingual classifier-based annotation tool us-
ing zero-shot cross-lingual transfer and custom data augmentation

« Built corpus for a niche domain with no prior dataset

» Taught course on interpretability and explainability

» Wrote grant and funding proposals

* Managed research projects independently, from design to publication
» Collaborated with international, interdisciplinary research teams

* Mentored junior researchers and students

Al Consultant March 2024 - Nov 2025
ICONT, Remote

» Designed a chatbot capable of taking actions for customer support
» Designed the chatbot’'s conversational flow

« Built classifiers and similarity search using language models to route and
match incoming queries

» Built a generative response system powered by LLMs via API

» Worked closely with engineers to build and deploy the system

Visiting Researcher Sep 2023 - Dec 2023
Paris Diderot University, France
« Adapted an adversarial forgetting framework, originally developed for
computer vision, to language models
» Designed, implemented, and executed the full project

» Published the resulting work in a peer-reviewed venue

Linguist Oct 2020 - Feb 2021
Appen, Remote

» Creating language tests for Turkish for the employment process of the
annotators


https://user.phil-fak.uni-duesseldorf.de/~yavas/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/deniz-ekin-yavas-511309253/
https://github.com/yavasde

PhD. in Computational Linguistics. Feb 2021 - June 2026
Heinrich Heine University, Germany
Grade: Magna Cum Laude

MA. in General Linguistics. Sep 2017 - July 2020
Dokuz Eylul University, Turkey

BA. in General Linguistics. Sep 2013 - June 2017
Istanbul University, Turkey

Chen, L. & . A Graph-Based Analysis of Semantic Types and Coercion in Contextualized
Word Embeddings. BriGap-3, to appear 2026. &9

Chen, L., , Kallmeyer L. & Osswald R.. Cococorpus: A Corpus of Copredication. ISA-21 2025.
&

, Bernard T., Crabbé B. & Kallmeyer L.. On the Relation Between Fine-Tuning, Topological
Properties, and Task Performance in Sense-Enhanced Embeddings. ACL 2025. &’

, Bernard T., Kallmeyer L. & Crabbé B.. Improving Word Sense Induction through Adversarial
Forgetting of Morphosyntactic Information. *SEM 2024. &

. Assessing the Significance of Encoded Information in Contextualized Representations
to Word Sense Disambiguation. Unimplicit Workshop, EACL 2024. &

, Kallmeyer L., Osswald R., JeZek E., Ricchiardi M. & Chen L.. ldentifying Semantic Argument

Types in Predication and Copredication Contexts: AZero-Shot Cross-Lingual Approach. RANLP 2023.
&

& Uzdu Yildiz, F.. Contextualized Teaching of Different Senses of "al-" in Turkish as a
Foreign Language. Journal of Language Education and Research 2021. &

Training Fund May 2023
Equal Opportunities Center, Heinrich Heine University

Training Fund for the Al Summer School ESSAI
Amount: 500 €

Incoming Mobility Grant Dec 2022

Labex EFL

Mobility grant for a 3-months research stay at a university in France
Amount: 3,500 € + Transport Costs


https://arxiv.org/abs/2605.23710
https://aclanthology.org/2025.isa-1.4/
https://aclanthology.org/2025.acl-long.1151/
https://aclanthology.org/2024.starsem-1.19/
https://aclanthology.org/2024.unimplicit-1.4/
https://aclanthology.org/2023.ranlp-1.35/
http://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/jlere/article/908777

IWCS 2025 - International Conference on Computational Se-

. Sept 2025
mantics & P
Heinrich Heine University, Germany
PhD Event at Konvens 2023 - National Conference on NLP Sept 2023

Technische Hochschule Ingolstadt, Germany

RRG 2023 - International Conference on Role and Reference
Grammar &
Heinrich Heine University, Germany

August 2023

TaCOS 2023 - National Student Conference on Computa-

. . . . J 2023
tional Linguistics ¢ une
Heinrich Heine University, Germany
Language Model Interpretability. Summer Semester 2024. Heinrich Heine University, Germany.

Lecturer Nov 2024

CogIST &
Class: Fundamentals of Language Modeling: From N-Gram Models to Large Language Models (In Turkish)

Writer May 2023 - May 2024

CogIST 9
Blog posts in Turkish focuses on the cognitive plausibility and the interpretability of Language Models 9 .

ESSAI (European Summer School on Artificial Intelligence) 24 - 28 July 2023
Ljubljana University, Slovenia

ESSLLI (European Summer School in Logic, Language and
Information)
National University of Ireland, Ireland

8 - 19 Aug 2022

ESSLLI (European Summer School in Logic, Language and
Information)
Online

26 July - 13 Aug 2021


https://iwcs2025.github.io/
https://rrg2023.phil.hhu.de/
https://tacosconference.github.io/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cogist/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cogist/posts/?feedView=all
https://medium.com/cogist/tagged/kara-kutuyu-yorumlamak

